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The Galactic Market Craze

Y ou know what's wild? A 1995 Han Solo Power of the Force action figure recently sold for $1,200 on eBay -
that's 60 times its original $19.99 price tag. While vintage Star Wars collectibles have aways had pull, this
particular line's surged 42% in value since Disney+ released Obi-Wan Kenobi last May. But here's the kicker:
73% of these sales come from US collectors aged 35-50 chasing childhood nostalgia.

Wait, no - let's get specific. The Power of the Force series (1995-2000) marked Hasbro's first major reboot
after acquiring the Star Wars license. Unlike today's hyper-detailed figures, these chunky "heroic style"
designs polarized fans. "They looked like bodybuilders dipped in plastic,” laughs Mike Thompson, author of
Toys That Made Us. Y et that very quirk now drives their cult status.

Sealed vs. Opened: A Collector's Dilemma

Here's where it gets tricky. Most graded action figures lose 60-80% value once removed from packaging. But
Power of the Force Han breaks the mold - literally. His infamous "Desth Star Escape” variant (with misprinted
blaster) actually gains 30% premium when displayed loose with original accessories. Why? The packaging's
notorious "bubble crush” issue makes mint specimens rarer than a calm Huit.

At Heritage Auctions June event, a graded 85 Han fetched $950, while an ungraded loose figure with
complete gear sold for $1,100. "It's not about perfection anymore,” explains UK-based appraiser Sarah
Wexler. "Collectors want pieces that feel lived-in, like they've survived their own Kessel Run.”

Why This Toy Defies Market Gravity
Three factors fuel Han's staying power:

Nostalgia Inflation: Millennials entering peak earning years

Supply Shock: Only 12% of 1995 production run remains intact
Cultural Momentum: Disney's streaming strategy reviving 90s-era SW lore
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Actualy, let's correct that - recent Tokyo Comic-Con data shows Japanese collectors driving 18% of global
bids. Their fascination with "American retro toys" creates a secondary market frenzy. A Mandalorian helmet
replica might trend today, but vintage Power of the Force pieces maintain 92% retention rate across five years.

Keeping Y our Millennium Falcon-Ready
Thinking of digging out your old Han? First rule: Don't panic-clean. That white residue on his vest? It's
plasticizer migration - anatural aging process. Overzeal ous scrubbing could erase facial details. Instead:

Use microfiber cloth with distilled water (707F max)
Store horizontally to prevent leg warping
Keep away from LED lights - modern bulbs accelerate color fade

"Preservation isn't about freezing time," says conservator Maria Gonzalez, who recently restored Mark
Hamill's personal collection. "It's about managing entropy... kind of like maintaining a starship."”

Burning Questions from the Cantina
Q: Can | remove the figure's cape without damaging value?
A: Only if you've got the original twist-tie - otherwise, leave it be. The 1995 cape material tends to crumble.

Q: How does the European market differ?

A: German collectors prioritize box condition over figure grading, while Italian buyers focus on film-accurate
accessories.

Q: What's the "Blue Snaggletooth” connection?

A: Ah, adeep cut! Both figures share the Power of the Force line's exaggerated design language, making them

sibling piecesin collections.

Web: https.//www.virgosolar.co.za
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