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Why Glendale Homeowners Are Switching to Solar Now

Have you noticed your neighbors installing shiny new solar panels? Glendale's seen a 20% spike in residential
solar installations since March - and it's not just about being eco-friendly. With electricity rates jumping 8%
this year alone, many are asking: "Can | really power my home without relying on DWP's unpredictable
pricing?"

Let's break it down. The average Glendale household spends $220/month on electricity. Over 25 years (a solar
system's lifespan), that's $66,000 disappearing into thin air. Now compare that to solar: atypical 6kW system
costs $18,000 after federal tax credits, paying for itself in under 7 years. Y ou do the math.

What Solar Energy Systems Actually Work Here?
Not al solar power solutions are created equal. Glendal€'s 285 sunny days/year demand specific tech:

Monocrystalline panels (22%+ efficiency) for limited roof space
Lithium-ion batteries like Tesla Powerwall for night use
Smart inverters that handle our occasional 1007F heatwaves

Wait, no - actually, some installers are now recommending bifacial panels that capture reflected light from
pool surfaces. Makes sense for homes with that classic SoCal backyard oasis!

The Smiths Story: How One Family Slashed Bills

Meet the Smiths on N Kenilworth Ave. They took the plunge last fall with a 8.5kW system + storage. Their
July bill? $18.32 instead of $390. "It's like getting a 2nd refrigerator for free,” Mrs. Smith laughed during our
interview. Their secret sauce:

Timed installation before Californias NEM 3.0 policy changes
Used Glendale Water & Power's $500 rebate
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Oriented panels 15? west to capture late afternoon sun

What Nobody Tells Y ou About Solar Maintenance
Here's the kicker: solar systems need TLC. One Verdugo Woods homeowner learned the hard way when
pigeon nests caused a 40% production drop. Budget $150-$300/year for:

Bi-annual panel cleaning (dust storms aren't kind)
Inverter firmware updates
Tree trimming permits (yes, even your neighbor's palm tree)

Future-Proofing Y our Home Against Blackouts
Remember the 2020 rolling outages? With battery storage solutions, that's history. Modern systems can:

Power essentials for 3+ days

Charge EV's during off-peak hours
Sell excess energy back during rate spikes

But here's the rub - not all batteries play nice with Glendale's grid. The new Sonnen ECO units reportedly
integrate better with our municipal utility's requirements than standard models.

Y our Burning Solar Questions Answered

Q: Will solar panels increase my property taxes?

A: Nope! Californias solar tax exclusion lasts through 2025.

Q: What if | move before breaking even?
A: Solar homes sell 20% faster in Glendale per ML S data.

Q: Can | go completely off-grid?
A: Technically yes, but GWP charges mandatory fees regardless.

Q: How do hail storms affect panels?
A: Most systems withstand 1" hail at 50mph - we've only had 3 such events since 1997.

Q: Arethere HOAs restrictions?
A: Cdlifornialaw prohibits HOAs from banning solar, but they can dictate placement.

Web: https.//www.virgosolar.co.za
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