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Survival Tool or Overhyped Gimmick?

Let's cut to the chase - does the Bear Grylls 8000mAh solar power bank actually work when you're up a

mountain or just another Instagram-friendly paperweight? After testing it across three countries (including a

particularly muddy weekend in Wales), here's the unvarnished truth.

You know how most solar chargers promise the moon but deliver a dim flashlight glow? This one's different.

The built-in carabiner isn't just for show - it withstood 18kg of weight during our stress tests. But here's the

kicker: when was the last time your power bank actually survived a real adventure?

Solar Charging: Reality Check

Solar charging specs look great on paper: 6-8 hours for full charge in direct sunlight. Wait, no - that's under

laboratory conditions. In reality? During a Scottish hiking trip last month, it took 11 hours of sporadic sunlight

to juice up 50%. Still, that's 30% faster than similar-priced models we've tested.

Key features that actually matter:

Dual charging ports (2.4A max output)

IP67 waterproof rating - survived our "coffee spill meets waterfall" test

Emergency LED flashlight with SOS mode

Field Test Results in Harsh Conditions

We subjected it to what Bear would approve of: -10?C in Norway, 45?C in Spain's Tabernas Desert, and 100%

humidity in Hong Kong's country parks. The battery capacity dropped by 12% in extreme cold - not terrible

considering most power banks fail completely below freezing.

Charging speed comparison:
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DeviceFull Charge Time (Solar)Wall Charge Time

Bear Grylls 8000mAh8h (ideal)4.5h

Competitor A11h3h

Why UK Adventurers Are Snapping It Up

Here's something unexpected - sales in the UK jumped 40% last quarter. Maybe it's the solar charging

capabilities combined with that classic British "prepare for drizzle" mentality. The compact size (smaller than

a standard passport) makes it perfect for right-to-roam hiking adventures.

During the August bank holiday chaos at Heathrow, security told us they'd seen dozens of these in carry-ons.

Makes sense - it's TSA-approved and fits the 100Wh airline limit. Though honestly, if you're relying on this

for transatlantic flights, you might want to rethink your power strategy.

When to Consider Alternatives

For hardcore expedition use? You might need more muscle. The 8000mAh capacity gives about 2.5 iPhone

charges - fine for weekend trips but tight for longer excursions. That said, the rugged power bank design

outshines most competitors in durability.

Pro tip: Pair it with a folding solar panel during multi-day treks. We got 80% charge in 6 hours using a 14W

panel - not bad for unpredictable European weather.

Your Burning Questions Answered

Q: Can it charge a DSLR camera?

A: Yes, but slowly. Tested with Canon EOS R6 - gained 15% battery during 1 hour charge.

Q: Solar charging while hiking?

A: Attach it to your backpack. We gained 12-15% charge per hour of direct sunlight.

Q: Drop test results?

A: Survived 82 consecutive drops from 1.5m onto concrete. The corners show wear but functionality remained

intact.

Web: https://www.virgosolar.co.za
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