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What Exactly Are You Signing Up For?

Let's cut through the jargon: PG& E solar power buy back is basically California's way of letting homeowners
play power company. Through their Net Energy Metering (NEM) program, you get credits for feeding excess
solar energy into the grid. But here's the kicker - those credits ain't cash. They're like arcade tickets you can
only redeem against future PG&E hills.

Now picture this: Your panels produce 30% more electricity than you need on sunny days. Under NEM 3.0
(the latest version active since April 2023), you'd earn about 25-30? per kWh exported during peak hours.
That's down from 40? under previous rules - a 25% haircut that's got many solar owners fuming. "Why
bother?' my neighbor Gina asked last week while adjusting her Tesla Powerwall settings. Well, you're still
dodging PG& E's notorious peak rates that hit 60?2/kWh in summer.

When the Meter Spins Backwards

The real magic happens through net metering calculations. Say you send 500 kWh to the grid this month but
pull 600 kWh at night. You'll only pay for that 100 kWh difference at retail rates. PG& E's latest reports show
solar customers save about $1,200 annually on average - not bad, though down from $1,600 pre-2023 changes.

Lone Star State L essons

Compare this to Texas where, funny enough, they've turned solar buyback programs into a free-market rodeo.
Retailers like Rhythm Energy offer 1:1 kWh matching - actual cash payments for surplus power. But there's a
catch: transmission fees still apply. A Houston homeowner | spoke with last month bragged about his $75
check from Reliant Energy, while his California cousin got squat beyond bill credits.

Texas approach highlights a growing divide. While the U.S. solar market grew 19% nationally in Q2 2024,
PG&E territory installations dipped 8%. Could the PG& E solar power buy back structure be stifling adoption?
Some installers think so. SolarTech CA's Q3 survey found 42% of potential customers delaying projects over
reduced incentives.
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Storm Clouds Ahead?
The CPUC is aready floating NEM 4.0 proposals that would:

Introduce time-of-use export rates
Add grid access fees ($15-$50/month)
Shorten the grandfathering period

This isn't just bureaucratic tinkering. Germany faced similar growing pains in 2023 when it slashed feed-in
tariffs, causing residential solar demand to plummet 31%. Could California follow suit? Industry analysts
predict a 2025 reckoning as battery costs keep falling - maybe storage, not exports, will become the smarter

play.

Questions We're Hearing Daily

Q: Can | get actual cash from PG&E for my solar excess?

A: Not directly. Credits offset future bills, though some third parties like CleanEnergy Credit will buy them at
85% value.

Q: How does PG& E's program compare to SCE's?
A> Southern California Edison offers similar terms, but their peak/off-peak periods differ - crucia for

maximizing returns.

Q: Will adding batteries help?
A> Absolutely. Storing midday surplus for evening use beats PG& E's 8pm-9pm super peak rates of 822/kWh.

Web: https://www.virgosolar.co.za
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