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Why Georgia Turns to Solar

Ever wondered why GA Power solar panels installations jumped 43% last year? The answer's written in your

electricity bill. Georgia households now pay 12% more for power than the national average, according to June

2024 data from the EIA. But here's the kicker - solar panel costs dropped 18% statewide since 2022. 

Take the Thompsons in Macon. They installed a 6kW system last spring and slashed their monthly bill from

$189 to $26. "It's like getting a 13th paycheck every year," Mrs. Thompson told us. Could this explain why

metro Atlanta saw 1,200 new residential solar permits issued last quarter alone?

How Solar Works in Peach State

Georgia Power's net metering program - revised in January 2024 - now credits solar users at 95% retail rate.

Pair that with the federal tax credit (still at 26% through 2034), and you've got what installers call "the solar

sweet spot." But wait, there's more:

  Local rebates up to $1,500 in Savannah

  Property tax exemptions statewide

  Zero-interest loans for low-income households

Of course, it's not all sunshine. The 10-day permit approval process? That got extended to 22 days last month

due to high demand. Maybe that's why some folks are turning to community solar gardens instead.

Real People, Real Savings

Let's break down a typical 8kW system in Columbus:

  Upfront cost$21,600

  Federal credit-$5,616

  Energy savings/year$1,920
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At this rate, the system pays for itself in under 9 years. But here's what most blogs don't tell you - panel

efficiency degrades about 0.5% annually. Still, even after 25 years, you're looking at 85% output. Not too

shabby, right?

Beyond the Basics

Now, about those solar batteries. Georgia's new storm resilience grants cover 30% of battery costs. The catch?

You need at least 10kWh capacity. The Johnson family in Augusta paired their panels with two Tesla

Powerwalls. During last month's grid outage, they kept their AC running while neighbors sweltered. 

But hold on - battery prices are still the sticking point. At $12,000 average install cost, many opt for partial

solutions. SolarEdge's new hybrid inverters allow gradual battery expansion. Start with 5kWh now, add more

later. Smart move or half-baked solution? You decide.

Your Burning Questions

Q: Will solar panels damage my roof?

A: Properly installed systems act as protective layers. Most warranties cover roof penetration issues.

Q: How about hail storms?

A: Modern panels withstand 1" hail at 50mph. Georgia's 2023 hailstorm claims? Zero solar-related.

Q: What if I move?

A: Solar increases home value by 4.1% on average - appraisers now use tools like PV Value(R) for precise

estimates.

Q: Maintenance costs?

A: Rain usually does the cleaning. Professional inspections every 3-5 years ($150-$300) keep systems

optimal.

So there you have it - the real deal on GA Power solar panels. Not just eco-friendly, but wallet-friendly too.

Who knew going green could save so much green?

Web: https://www.virgosolar.co.za
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